
BLACKSBURG MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Sixth Grade Courses 
 

Blacksburg Middle School utilizes a seven period daily schedule.  In sixth grade each student takes 

Physical Education and Health, Digital Input Technologies, a fine arts course, and/or a related arts 

exploratory in addition to the four core classes. Students choose their fine arts class from band, chorus, or 

visual arts. Related arts exploratory classes are nine-week rotations through courses, such as the 

following: agriscience, general music, foreign language, or technology education. 

 

 Language Arts 

Sixth Grade English Language Arts students will be reflective participants in classroom discussions. 

The student will present personal opinions and understand differing points of view, distinguish between 

fact and opinion, and analyze the effectiveness of group communication skills. Analysis and comparison 

will require application of critical reading and reasoning skills.  The student will read a variety of fiction 

and nonfiction independently for appreciation and comprehension, including classics.  The student also 

will plan, draft, revise, and edit narratives, descriptions, and explanations with attention to composition 

and style, as well as sentence formation, usage, and mechanics.  In addition, writing will be used as a tool 

for learning academic concepts, and available technology will be used as appropriate. 

 

Mathematics 

MCPS provides a comprehensive mathematics program to promote the achievement of every student. A 

key component of our program is ensuring that all secondary students are placed in mathematics courses 

that deliver an appropriate level of challenge. All MCPS middle schools collect and analyze multiple 

pieces of student data in order to make mathematics placement decisions, including; grades, test scores, 

and teacher recommendations. Parents will be informed of mathematics placement decisions for the 

coming school year before the end of the current school year. 

  

Mathematics classes emphasize skills development and mastery of a variety of problem solving strategies 

in order to promote mathematics literacy.  Courses are designed to develop connections between math 

concepts taught and the “real world.”  Several levels of mathematics are taught in which students 

participate in a variety of interdisciplinary units of study and enrichment activities that increase students’ 

awareness of ways math connects with other subject areas.   

 

Math 6 is a general math course, covering topics including place value, numeration, whole number 

operations, problem-solving, ratio, proportion, geometry, fractions, decimals, percents, measurement, 

logical reasoning, integers, statistics, probability, linear equations and estimation. 

  

Advanced Math 6 is designed to develop the necessary skills for students to begin to think algebraically 

and to apply algebraic concepts.  The emphasis will be on pre-algebra skill development, abstract problem 

solving, and some practical applications. Students who take this  course may be eligible to take Algebra I 

Honors in the next grade level. 

 

Sixth Grade General Science students bring varied interests from their elementary programs. These 

diverse interests and backgrounds are used to continue developing an appreciation for and knowledge of 



science by studying topics including cells and microbes, geology, matter, continuity of life, 

oceanography, forces and motion, and human health.    The science program incorporates 

interdisciplinary activities that enhance each student’s opportunity to build and utilize a wide range of 

middle level skills.  

 

Sixth Grade Social Studies 

Students use skills for historical and geographical analysis to explore the early history of the United 

States and understand ideas and events that strengthened the union. The standards for this course relate to 

the history of the United States from pre-Columbian times until 1865. Students will continue to learn 

fundamental concepts in civics, economics, and geography as they study United States history and learn 

about change and continuity in our history. They also will study documents and speeches that laid the 

foundation for American ideals and institutions and will examine the everyday life of people at different 

times in the country’s history through the use of primary and secondary sources. 

 

Physical Education and Health 

Health education and physical education combine to motivate individuals to become focused on total 

body wellness. Health classes provide a foundation for developing skills, attitudes and behaviors that will 

assist students in establishing healthy lifestyles.  Units of study focus on such topics as mental health, 

physical fitness, nutrition, family life and disease prevention.  Physical Education provides experiences 

which will enable students to become healthy, active and productive citizens.  Conditioning, active 

participation, knowledge of rules, and development of skills are emphasized.  Activities include 

traditional team sports, individual sports and leisure-time activities.  In order to ensure safety, comfort, 

and proper attire, students are encouraged to wear uniforms, athletic shoes, and sport socks in P.E. class.  

Uniforms may be ordered through the physical education department. 

 

Digital Input Technologies: Students develop skills in touch typewriting and correct manipulation of the 

computer keyboard.  Students will also develop skills using word processing and learn to type personal 

and business letters, outlines, manuscripts, and tabulated reports.  Digital Input Technologies introduces 

new and emerging input devices  to prepare students for using tools that are becoming standard in the 

workplace and everyday life. It is a Montgomery County Schools requirement that each student will have 

taken a semester of Digital Input Technologies before beginning ninth grade. 

 

Fine Arts 

Music and art are very important parts of the school curriculum.  Sixth grade students may take a 

semester of art or a full year of band or chorus.  Students may take additional Fine Arts courses in seventh 

and eighth grades (art, band, or chorus). 

  

Beginning Art 6 

This semester-length course is designed to meet the needs of all students at every skill level.  Beginning 

Art introduces the student to both two-dimensional and three-dimensional art processes.  Although 

emphasis is on the studio experience, students will also be exposed to a variety of artists, art concepts, and 

artistic styles.  This class encourages individual expression and growth while providing a strong 

foundation in the elements and principles of art. 

  



Beginning Band 

Sixth grade Band is for students who are interested in beginning instrumental music instruction for wind 

and percussion instruments.  The class emphasizes the proper care and maintenance of the instrument as 

well as the fundamentals of quality tone production, technique and music reading.  Varying aspects of 

music history, style and theory will also be discussed.  Level 1 of a selected basic music series will be 

used to develop the knowledge and technique needed to perform Grade 1 music.  The class will offer 

opportunities for the students to perform as soloists, in small ensembles and as a full band. 

  

Sixth Grade Chorus 

Sixth grade chorus is a full year course.  Chorus is a study of music through singing with others both in 

unison and in harmony.  Using music from many genres, time periods, languages, and cultures, students 

study the fundamentals of music and develop skills in proper vocal technique, tone quality, and sight 

reading.  Students will perform Grade I and Grade II music.  Public performances are held throughout the 

school year.  Students sing in unison, two and three part harmony.  This chorus class may be followed in 

seventh and eighth grade with Intermediate Chorus or Bel Canto. 

 

Related Arts 

Related Arts courses are designed to emphasize personal growth, development of values, responsibility, 

and exploration of career possibilities.  At the sixth grade level, Related Arts consists of two nine-week 

courses referred to as “Related Arts Exploratories.”  Exploratories are samplings of related arts courses 

offered as semester courses at the seventh  and eighth grade levels.  

 

Fine Arts Music Elective 

This exploratory course gives students the opportunity to explore general music through instruments, 

particularly the guitar, and other perspectives.  

 

Foreign Language Exploratory: During this nine-week class, sixth-graders learn simple conversations 

in all of the languages offered at Blacksburg High School: French, German, Spanish, Latin, and American 

Sign Language. 

 

Agriscience:  The Agriscience program is designed to help students gain an understanding of the 

agricultural industry.  Student learn about aquaculture, aquaponics and food, plant, soil, and animal 

science.  Fish tanks and hydroponic systems serve as modern food production models.   A greenhouse and 

lab with animals give students hands-on opportunities with plants and animals.  

 

Technology Education:  The goal of Technology Education is to provide all students with a working 

knowledge of our technological world.  Technology Education develops understanding of, and capability 

with, the principles, tools, materials, and processes integral to technological systems such as 

communication, production, power/energy, and transportation systems.   

 


